
"Flowers for Algernon" and its Allusion to Genesis 3 

 
Essential Question:  What new understandings and timeless issues does this allusion add 
to “Flowers for Algernon?  
 
Below are a few themes and conflicts  we came up with in our earlier discussions;  please, 
use one of these (or a combination) to focus your thinking.  
 

- Humans playing God without a full understanding of consequences 
- Growing up from childhood to adulthood and the loss of innocence that results 
- The costs and benefits of technology/knowledge/progress 
- The consequences of desire (for knowledge, power, control . . .) 
- Science vs. faith in God/a higher power 

 
Focus on one of the above themes or conflicts as you answer the essential question 
and then fill in the blank below, providing specific details from the short story, the 
Bible, and the world we all live in. 
  
This is a story about . . .  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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