
“The Tell-Tale Heart”  
Formative Writing Assessment (11/26&27/2019) 

 
In order to assess your individual independent writing ability, you will spend one and a half class blocks 
addressing the prompt below.  
 
You are expected to synthesize and organize your thoughts in the form of a pre-writing plan before you arrive 
for this assessment.  You will be provided with a variety of organizers and outlines.  
 
Be mindful that you will be working entirely independently (without assistance from your teacher/peers- 
think standardized testing environment) we will restate the prompt but will not help you with the writing.  
 
Your preparation is crucial.  The quality of your writing is directly influenced by the quality of time and effort 
you put into the pre-writing.  
 
We will staple your pre-writing plan to the writing you produce in class and include it as part of your 
assessment.  
 

Prompt: 
 

What is Edgar Allan Poe’s single effect (author’s purpose) in “The Tell-Tale 
Heart” and how does he use certain literary devices to achieve it?  
 
Please use the Required Formal Essay Elements and Basic Essay Template to guide your preparation and 
writing.  
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