
[bookmark: _GoBack]Levels of Understanding: 
On, Between, and Beyond the Lines
-With sample questions from The Outsiders to get you started.

On the lines:   Basic comprehension -- the who, what, where, and when of the story. . . 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-How does Bob die? 
-Who is the narrator? 

Between the lines:  Focus on literary elements, make inferences, connections within text . . .
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-What conflicts lead to Bob’s death?
-How does Ponyboy’s point of view affect the telling of the story?

Beyond the lines:  Themes, author’s purpose, personal and societal relevance . . .
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-What greater understanding or life lesson do the characters, and thus the reader, gain from the impact of Bob’s death?  
-How would the outcomes of the story be changed if S.E. Hinton chose a different narrator or different point of view?  
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