Langston Hughes' 
“Mother to Son”


Well, son, I'll tell you:
Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.
It's had tacks in it,
And splinters,
And boards torn up,
And places with no carpet on the floor --
Bare.
But all the time
I'se been a-climbin' on,
And reachin' landin's,
And turnin' corners,
And sometimes goin' in the dark
Where there ain't been no light.
So boy, don't you turn back.
Don't you set down on the steps
'Cause you finds it's kinder hard.
Don't you fall now --
For I'se still goin', honey,
I'se still climbin',
And life for me ain't been no crystal stair.

Tyler B.’s

“Mother to Daughter”

Well, girl, I tell ya:

Life fo me ain’t been no shoppin’ spree.

It’s had outa-style tops, 

And misfittin’ bottoms, 

And clerks lookin’ like you gon’ rob ‘em,

And that fifty-percent it’d off what I need—

Closed.

But everyday, girl,

I keep my eye out, 

And I’m findin’ bargains,

And I’m puttin’ what I can get together

‘Cause when there’s nothin’ lookin’ good,

I make sumpm’ lookin’ good.

So girl, don’t you hang up ya’ handbag.

Don’t leave that sto’

‘Cause you find it’s gonna wear you down.

Don’t you go home now—

For I still shoppin’, girl, 

I still gonna get that look

And life fo’ me ain’t been no shoppin’ spree.

Mimicry Poems

Mimicry poetry pays homage to an original poem written by a master poet by using that poem’s important poetic elements as the basis for a new, student-authored poem inspired by the master’s poem. 

Instructions:  

1.  Select one poem that you are able to connect with on a personal level.  Make sure you have read this poem closely and understand the poetic techniques and how the master poet uses them to accomplish his or her purpose.  For this assignment, please refrain from writing mimics on “We Real Cool,” “The Red Wheelbarrow,” and “Dreams.” These three, due to their brevity, have not produced the best mimics over the years.  

2. Mimics mirror the master poet in structure, theme, language, sound, rhyme, rhythm, use of figurative language, etc.  The student doesn’t use the same metaphor as the master but creates their own that reflects the student’s perspective and experience.  The master poet has their own voice and it is up to the student to express their mimic with their own voice. In Langston Hughes’s poem “Mother to Son,” the master uses an extended metaphor of a “crystal stair” to represent the good life that the poem’s speaker never had.  Hughes then uses a series of smaller metaphors to represent more detailed examples of her struggles in order to express a motivational and inspiring message for her son.  Likewise, the mimic uses an extended metaphor representing the good life, but instead of a crystal stair, Tyler B. uses a shopping spree to represent what she wants but cannot easily attain.  She uses dialect, sounds devices and purposeful punctuation to mimic the rhythm of the original.  Tyler wrote about her experience as an African-American girl, so she uses a voice and dialect that authentically reflects her experience.  Make sure your voice reflects your experience – not someone else’s.

3. After writing your mimicry poem, write a paragraph that expresses the following:

· What is the master poem about (what is the author’s purpose) and why did you personally connect with it?  Please, be detailed and expressive.  Don’t be too formal (for example “The author’s purpose is. . . “), but make sure you are detailed and complete. 

· What poetic devices did the master use and which ones did you use in your poem.  If you’re shooting for an A, you should expect to address your use of at least 3 devices. 

· What new perspective is expressed in this mimic and what does it say about you, the student-author?

4.  Please, try to have a typed version of the master, the mimic and the paragraph for our next class.  The goal is to present these poems and paragraphs on the last day of class.  

