
Analytical Essay Prompt:  
 
After carefully reading “Same Song” by Pat Mora and 
“Mirror” by Sylvia Plath, identify a common theme that 
is expressed through both poems and explain how each 
author works to develop that theme.  
 

-  Focus on poetic elements, ideas and details from the 
poems. 

- Uses correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
 

Same Song by Pat Mora 
 
While my sixteen-year-old son sleeps, 
my twelve-year-old daughter 
stumbles into the bathroom at six a.m. 
plugs in the curling iron 
squeezes into faded jeans 
curls her hair carefully 
strokes Aztec Blue shadow on her eyelids 
smooth’s Frosted Mauve blusher on her cheeks 
outlines her mouth in Neon pink 
peers into the mirror, mirror on the wall 
frowns at her face, her eyes, her skin, 
not fair. 
 
At night this daughter stumbles off to bed at nine 
eyes half-shut while my son 
jogs a mile in the cold dark 
then lifts weights in the garage 
curls and bench presses 
expanding biceps, triceps pectorals, 
one-handed push-s, one hundred sit-ups 
peers into the mirror, mirror and frowns too. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mirror  By Sylvia Plath  
 
I am silver and exact. I have no preconceptions. 
Whatever I see I swallow immediately 
Just as it is, unmisted by love or dislike. 
I am not cruel, only truthful ‚ 
The eye of a little god, four-cornered. 
Most of the time I meditate on the opposite wall. 
It is pink, with speckles. I have looked at it so long 
I think it is part of my heart. But it flickers. 
Faces and darkness separate us over and over. 
 
Now I am a lake. A woman bends over me, 
Searching my reaches for what she really is. 
Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon. 
I see her back, and reflect it faithfully. 
She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands. 
I am important to her. She comes and goes. 
Each morning it is her face that replaces the darkness. 
In me she has drowned a young girl, and in me an old 
woman 
Rises toward her day after day, like a terrible fish. 


